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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Employer COALTION Co-hosts statewide health care reform symposium
400 ATTENDEES BENEFITED FROM KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS, LEGILATIVE UPDATES AND ROBUST PANEAL DISCUSSIONS
	
	


(COLUMBUS, OH)— Health care reform - Harry Truman started it. Barack Obama says he's going to finish it. But the issue remains complicated, prompting questions about what it will mean to Ohioans, as well as the rest of the country. To help answer these questions, health care leaders from across the state gathered on Tuesday, October 27 to address the impact of federal and state health care policy reform efforts among key Ohio stakeholders in the health care industry.

With 400 attendees, the event included keynote presentations, legislative updates and robust panel discussions, all around the topic of reform. The program was co-hosted, by Employers Health Coalition of Ohio, the Health Policy Institute of Ohio, and Schottenstein Zox & Dunn Co., LPA., and was held at the Columbus Hilton at Easton, Columbus, Ohio.

Mary Jo Hudson, Director for the Ohio Department of Insurance kicked off the day with insight into issues facing the State and outlined initiatives, both current and future, that have been developed to benefit Ohioans. Attendees viewed a video recorded just days prior, from Senator Sherrod Brown providing a status update of federal health reform legislation. Congressmen Zack Space joined the crowd via live videoconference, to talk not only about his 18th District, but to also provide an update on current legislative efforts. Following the Congressman was Jeff Biehl from Access Health Columbus, sharing his views on the national struggle for health care reform, and outlining eight key areas where reform should focus.

The views and opinions of Ohio leaders in the employer, provider and payor communities on health care policy reform were expressed through informative panel discussions and interactive question and answer sessions. 

Employer Panel:

Dennis Hicks, Director, Compensation & Benefits, Chiquita Brands International, Inc.
John Popa, President & CEO - Marlite

Greg Paradiso, Director, Compensation & Benefits, P.H. Glatfelter Company                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Rick Schwieterman, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, OCLC, Inc. (Online Computer Library Center)

Moderater: Chris Goff, CEO & General Counsel, Employers Health 

Provider Panel:

Steven G. Gabbe, M.D., Senior Vice President for Health Sciences and CEO – The Ohio State University Medical Center

Oliver C. Henkel, Jr., Chief Government Relations Officer, Cleveland Clinic 

D. Brent Mulgrew, Executive Director, Ohio State Medical Association
Neal J. Nesbitt, M.D., F.A.C.S., Athens Surgical Associates
Moderator: Stephen Kleinman, Partner, Schottenstein Zox & Dunn Co., LPA

Payor Panel:

Erin Hoeflinger, President, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield in Ohio

Janet Grant, Executive Vice President, CareSource
Martin P. Hauser, President, SummaCare, Inc.

George Stadtlander, Executive Vice President and Chief Managed Care Officer, Medical Mutual of Ohio

Moderator: Lisa Han, Partner, Schottenstein Zox & Dunn Co., LPA

Although there is no current legislation to speak directly to, there was a consensus among the keynote presenters, panelists and attendees that today’s health care system is broken, and must be fixed.

Poll results
Attendees to the Symposium participated in interactive polling, which helped to provide insight regarding the views and opinions of the 400 attendees. Tuesday's polling is the first of a series of surveys that will prompt thought and spur conversation as the deliberation over reform continues. Click here to view results of Tuesday's poll.

 

Additionally, you can also view a poll conducted by the Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati that focuses on what Ohioans say about health care reform.

 

Employers Health, The Health Policy Institute of Ohio, and Schottenstein Zox and Dunn Co., LPA will continue keeping a close watch on health care reform both federally and at the State level. Check back often for news and updates. 
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