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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
two ohio employer coalitions merge 
TRANSITION WILL BETTER POSITION THE ORGANZIATIONS TO BETTER MEET THE NEEDS OF MEMBERS
	
	


(CANTON, OH)— Members and directors of Employers Health Coalition of Ohio, Inc. (EHCO) and Employer Health Care Alliance (EHCA) approved a merger of the two organizations, effective June 1, 2010.  The surviving corporation will be Employers Health Coalition of Ohio.  Based on many years of collaboration between the two organizations, we have harnessed an organization that will better serve our collective membership as we transition to unprecedented times relative to health reform and economic recovery.

EHCO, with offices in Canton and Columbus, will maintain an office in Cincinnati to serve existing members and meet the growing demands of new members in the Cincinnati/Dayton region.  Sharron DiMario, President and Executive Director of EHCA, will remain with the organization as Director, Community Initiatives.  Additional staff will join the Cincinnati office after it relocates to new offices in July.  Chris Goff will be CEO & General Counsel of the newly merged organization.

Capitalizing on its data analytics platform and robust group purchasing programs for PBM services, Vision, Dental, EAP/Behavioral Health & Wellness, the merged organization will become an even stronger force to support the employer community. Additionally, member organizations, and the community as a whole, will benefit from the combined expertise with state and national projects around hospital quality, patient-centered medical home, access-to-health initiatives and highly successful community health improvement programs. 

Two former EHCA directors will join the EHCO Board of Directors; Craig Osterhues of General Electric and Steve Vogel of Hydro Systems.  Larry Morgan of Stark County Schools and John Popa of Marlite Corp. will continue as Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Board respectively. The new organization will serve more than 200 employers, headquartered in 17 states, representing over 2 million lives.
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